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objective

Áprovide a visual overview

Áillustrate diversity and commonalities

of reservation reality

Áallowing for comparison
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overview

ÁPART ONE: TURTLE ISLAND

Indian Country as narration

ÁPART TWO: THE REZ

A guided tour through Northwest reservations

ÁPART THREE: INDIAN NATION

Towards a shared mythology?
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PART ONE: TURTLE ISLAND

Indian Country as narration
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Turtle Island
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Indian Country as/and Narration

ÁTumbleweeds cartoon:

Indians watching Buffalo, nostalgically :

ăthey used to roam the prairies by the millionsò

Buffalo watching Indians, nostalgically:

ăthey used to roam the prairies by the thousandsò

ÁSites ðStories ðMemory
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Devil's Tower NM, WY

ÁMateo Tepee (Grizzly Bear Lodge)

ÁOne story, common to the Kiowa, Arapaho, Crow, Cheyenne and 

Sioux tribes, concerns a group of little girls pursued by a giant bear. 

According to this legend, seven young Indian girls were one day 

playing in the forest. A great bear came upon them and gave chase. 

The girls fled swiftly through the trees but the bear slowly gained on 

them. Recognizing the hopelessness of their situation, the girls 

jumped upon a low rock and prayed loudly to the Great Spirit to 

save them. Immediately the small rock began to grow upwards, 

lifting the seven girls higher and higher into the sky. The angry 

bear jumped up against the sides of the growing tower and left deep 

claw marks, which may be seen to this day upon the rock walls. The 

tower continued to soar towards the sky until the girls were pushed 

up into the heavens, where they became the seven stars of the 

Pleiades.

ÁAppeared in Close Encounters of the Third Kind
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Devil's Tower NM, WY
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Devil's Tower NM, WY
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Devil's Tower NM, WY
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Devil's Tower NM, WY
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Devil's Tower NM, WY
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Devil's Tower NM, WY

15
© Philipp Kneis, pjkx.com



Devil's Tower NM, WY
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Devil's Tower NM, WY
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Noavosse (Cheyenne: Good Mountain) /

Mato Paha (Sioux: Bear Mountain)

Bear Butte SP, SD
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Bear Butte SP, SD
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Bear Butte SP, SD
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Bear Butte SP, SD

21
© Philipp Kneis, pjkx.com



Bear Butte SP, SD
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Bear Butte SP, SD
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Lakota Sacred Colors

Áfour colors (black, yellow, red, white)

symbolizing four races, seasons, directions, elements

Áe.g.:

black west soul water fall

red south body earth summer

yellow east spirit fire spring

white north mind air winter

Áthis is only one interpretation,

traditions vary
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Bear Butte SP, SD
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Wounded Knee / Pine Ridge IR, SD
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Wounded Knee / Pine Ridge IR, SD
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Wounded Knee / Pine Ridge IR, SD
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Wounded Knee / Pine Ridge IR, SD
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Wounded Knee / Pine Ridge IR, SD
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Wounded Knee / Pine Ridge IR, SD

31
© Philipp Kneis, pjkx.com



PART TWO: THE REZ

A guidedtour throughselected

NorthwestandPlains reservations
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Warm Springs

CA

Warm Springs, Wasco and Paiute confederated tribes

ca. 3300 pop.
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Warm Springs IR, OR
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Warm Springs IR, OR
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Warm Springs IR, OR
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Warm Springs IR, OR
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Warm Springs IR, OR
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Warm Springs IR, OR
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Warm Springs IR, OR
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Warm Springs IR, OR

Higher Education Office, Ramona òTedió Tanewasha
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Warm Springs IR, OR

Higher Education Office
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Warm Springs IR, OR

Higher Education Office
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Warm Springs IR, OR

Higher Education Office
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Warm Springs IR, OR

Higher Education Office
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Warm Springs IR, OR

Higher Education Office
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Warm Springs IR, OR

old Indian Agency architecture
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Warm Springs IR, OR
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Warm Springs IR, OR
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Warm Springs IR, OR
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Warm Springs IR, OR
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Warm Springs IR, OR

Elementary School
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Warm Springs IR, OR
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