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Overview

Abstract:

EU Integration has happened in the aftermath of World War II, 

and in the shadow of the Cold War. It has furthermore been 

accompanied with the transformation of European-controlled 

global empires.

This presentation provides a cursory overview of these events.
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The end of World War I and – even more so –

World War II brought lasting change to the 

imperial structures in the entire world.

1. The State of the Empire3
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1. The State of the Empire

 Colonial Empires 1936
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1. The State of the Empire

 Colonial Empires 1945
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1. The State of the Empire

 French Colonial Empire (anachronous):
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/French_colonial_empire.png
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1. The State of the Empire

 French Overseas Territories today:
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/61/France_doutre-mer_2007_fr.svg
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1. The State of the Empire

 British Empire (anachronous):
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source: Wikimedia Commons

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cb/British_Empire_Anachronous_4.PNG
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1. The State of the Empire

 Commonwealth of Nations today:
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/51/Commonwealth_of_Nations.svg
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1. The State of the Empire

 Spanish and Portuguese Empires (anachronous):
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/90/Spanish_Empire_Anachronous_0.PNG
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1. The State of the Empire

 Ibero-American Summit (since 1991)
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source: Wikimedia Commons

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Iberoamerican-summit.png
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1. The State of the Empire

 Worldwide Distribution of Religion:

Empires as Carriers of Religion
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source: beliefnet.com

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8f/Worldreligion.png
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1. The State of the Empire

 Latin Alphabet Worldwide Distribution
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source: Wikimedia Commons

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f4/Latin_alphabet_world_distribution.svg
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1. The State of the Empire

 ACP States (since 1975):

historical responsibility or new colonialism?
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Map-World-AKP.png
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1. The State of the Empire

 Ottoman Empire (maximum extent):
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source: Wikimedia Commons

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/06/OttomanEmpireIn1683.png


©
 P

hi
lip

p
 K

ne
is
  
 /

  
p
jk

x
.c

o
m

1. The State of the Empire

 Arab League today:
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source: Wikimedia Commons

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/94/League_of_Arab_States_members.png
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1. The State of the Empire

 Soviet Empire (maximum extent):
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source: Wikimedia Commons
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1. The State of the Empire

 American Empire? US military bases around the world
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source: Wikimedia Commons

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/50/US_military_bases_in_the_world_2007.svg
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1. The State of the Empire

 Identity: The West? Freedom?
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source: Amazon

http://orientemiedo.files.wordpress.com/2009/01/000241-the-post-american-world-by-fareed-zakaria.jpg


©
 P

hi
lip

p
 K

ne
is
  
 /

  
p
jk

x
.c

o
m

1. The State of the Empire



20

freedomhouse.org
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1. The State of the Empire

 Failed States Index

(compiled by Fund for Peace):
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1. The State of the Empire

 League of Nations, 1919-1946:
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freedomhouse.org

source: Wikimedia Commons

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c0/League_of_Nations_Anachronous_Map.PNG
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1. The State of the Empire

 United Nations, 1945-…:
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/13/United_Nations_Members.svg
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1. The State of the Empire

 Collapse of colonial empires changes the outlook of

the colonial powers after WW2

 „Process of Transformation“

24

freedomhouse.org



The end of World War II saw a restructuring of 

Europe – and especially, Germany.

2. Outcome of WW225
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2. Outcome of WW2

 Wars in the 20th Century:
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source: http://users.erols.com/mwhite28/atrox.htm©
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2. Outcome of WW2

 Third Reich

(maximum extent):

27

source: Wikimedia Commons



©
 P

hi
lip

p
 K

ne
is
  
 /

  
p
jk

x
.c

o
m

2. Outcome of WW2

 Japanese Empire

(maximum extent):
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source: Wikimedia Commons

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/42/Japanese_Empire2-fr.png


©
 P

hi
lip

p
 K

ne
is
  
 /

  
p
jk

x
.c

o
m

2. Outcome of WW2

 Occupation of

Germany and

Austria:
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source: Wikimedia Commons

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/de/b/bf/Besatzungszonen_in_Deutschland_und_%C3%96sterreich.png


©
 P

hi
lip

p
 K

ne
is
  
 /

  
p
jk

x
.c

o
m

2. Outcome of WW2

 Occupation of Berlin:
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source: Wikimedia Commons

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/56/Occupied_Berlin.svg
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2. Outcome of WW2

 Bizonia (1947-1949):
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source: http://www.dhm.de
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2. Outcome of WW2

 Divided Germany (1949-1990)
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source: Wikimedia Commons

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a9/Deutschland_Bundeslaender_1957.png
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2. Outcome of WW2

 Divided Europe 1970:

33

source:

Wikimedia Commons
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2. Outcome of WW2
34

 Europe 2009:

source: europa.eu
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2. Outcome of WW2
35

 World War I and II as initial impulse of integration

 German partition and „Iron Curtain“ as constitutive for further

European integration (or lack thereof)

 the end of the Cold War has allowed the further spread of

European integration


