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Philipp Kneis, M.A., Humboldt University, Berlin, Winter 2009/10 

Undergraduate Seminar 

“The Transatlantic Relationship in Practice” 

Throughout the course of the seminar, we will discuss how the transatlantic relationship has been and is being 

shaped by several institutions. We will visit such institutions and hear from practitioners in public diplomacy, 

the media, politics and other fields. The seminar is accompanied by another class focusing on literary 

representations of transatlantic issues.  

Assessment: is based on active participation, and an oral presentation which requires the utilization of 

theoretical approaches towards transatlantic politics.  

Seminar Details: 180 minute sessions, biweekly, Fridays, ca. 10 AM-2PM, changing locations 

Seminar Plan: 

1 10/23/09 Introduction to the Seminar 

  Seminar Format Introduction, Logistics 

  The Transatlantic Relationship: An (Historical) Overview 

2 11/06/09 Diplomacy I 

 10:30-12:00 GUEST: Dr. Manfred Stinnes, Embassy of the USA (in Class) 

 12:30-14:00 Class Discussion: Texts+Projects 

3 11/20/09 Diplomacy II 

 10:00-14:00 FIELD TRIP: Embassy of Canada 

4 12/04/09 Press 

 10:30-11:30 FIELD TRIP: RIAS Berlin 

 12:30-14:00 GUEST: Dr. Janine Ludwig --- Foreign Study Stays 

5 12/18/09 Cultural Diplomacy I 

 10:30-11:30 Projects Discussion 

 12:30-14:00 FIELD TRIP: Institute for Cultural Diplomacy 

6 01/15/10 German Politics 

 10:30-1400 FIELD TRIP: Deutscher Bundestag, Fraktion B90/Die Grünen 

7 01/29/10 Cultural Diplomacy II / American Politics I 

 10:15-12:00 Seminar Discussion (FIELD TRIP: Böll Foundation cancelled) 

 12:30-14:00 GUEST: Republicans Abroad (DOR 24, 1.502) (in Class; Dems cancelled) 

8 02/12/10 

 10:30-14:00 Projects Presentation & Concluding Discussion 

 

  



Ph. Kneis – Syllabus Winter 2009/10 – Transatlantic Relationship in Practice – page 2 / 2 

Bibliography: Transatlanticism 

Bereuter, Doug and John Lis. “Broadening the Transatlantic Relationship.” The Washington Quarterly 27:1 

(Winter 2003/04): 147-162. 

Briggs, Laura, Gladys McCormick, and J T. Way. “Transnationalism: a Category of Analysis.” American Quarterly 

60:3 (Sept. 2008): 625-648. 

Stevens, Laura M. “Transatlanticism Now.” American Literary History 16:1 (2004): 94-102. 

Bibliography: History: European Integration 

Cooper, Robert. “Integration and Disintegration.” Journal of Democracy 10:1 (1999): 8-21. 

Parsons, Craig. “Showing Ideas as Causes: The Origins of the European Union.” International Organization 56:1 

(Winter 2002): 47-84. 

Bibliography: History: Cold War, Transatlantic Relations 

Fontaine, André. “Transatlantic Doubts and Dreams.” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 59, No. 3, America and the World 1980 

(1980): 578-593. 

Osgood, Kenneth A.  “Hearts and Minds. The Unconventional Cold War.” Journal of Cold War Studies 4:2 (Spring 

2002): 85-107. 

Tudda, Chris. “Reenacting the Story of Tantalus. Eisenhower, Dulles, and the Failed Rhetoric of Liberation.” 

Journal of Cold War Studies 7:4 (Fall 2005): 3-35. 

Yost, David S. “Transatlantic Relations and Peace in Europe.” International Affairs 78:2 (Apr. 2002): 277-300. 

Bibliography: Current Issues: Europe 

Ash, Timothy Garton. “ The Europe We Need.” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vw9yQJ9lWjI. 06/23/09. 

(Video) 

___”Europe must decide if it wants to be more than Greater Switzerland.” 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/09/sep/30/german-election-lisbon-treaty-referendum. 09/30/09. 

Balibar, Etienne. “Whose Power? Whose Weakness?: On Robert Kagan’s Critique of European Ideology.” Theory 

and Event 6:4 (2003). 

Kagan, Robert.  “Power and Weakness.” Policy Review 113. June & July 2002. 

Bibliography: Current Issues: US 

Layne, Christopher. “The Waning of U.S. Hegemony - Myth or Reality? A Review Essay.” International Security 

34:1 (Summer 2009): 147-172. 

Moss, Kenneth B.  “Beyond NATO: The U.S.-European Relationship.” Mediterranean Quarterly (Fall 2002): 49-61. 

Bibliography: Current Issues: Global Conflicts 

Kaye, Dalia Dassa. “Bound to Cooperate? Transatlantic Policy in the Middle East.” The Washington Quarterly 27:1 

(Winter 2002/03): 179-195. 

Szabo, Stephen F. “In Search of a New Grand Strategy.” SAIS Review 23:2 (Summer/Fall 2003): 201-208. 

Zakaria, Fareed. “The Rise of the Rest.” http://www.fareedzakaria.com/articles/newsweek/051208.html 

.05/12/2008. 

___. “The Post-American World.” http://fora.tv/2008/05/20/Fareed_Zakaria_The_Post-American_World. 

05/20/2008. (Video)   

 

 


