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Philipp Kneis, M.A., Potsdam University, Summer Semester 2010 

Undergraduate Seminar at Potsdam Spring School for Californian Students 

“Conceptualizing Europe: European Integration in a Cultural Context” 

The seminar provides a discussion of the history and the cultural context of European integration. Theories of 

community construction and nationalism will be examined, in order to provide a broader context for what is 

understood as "Europe." After an outline of European history before 1945, we will focus on the period of 1945 up 

to now to analyze steps taken towards integration, and to contemplate current issues regarding EU enlargement, 

cultural diversity and politics.  

Assessment: is based on active participation, presentations, two class discussions, and a response paper (2 

pages). 

Seminar Details: 180 minute sessions, Wednesdays, 2:00-5:00 PM 

Seminar Plan: 

1 5/5/10 Introduction: What is Europe? /Discussion 

  The European Space Since Antiquity / Lecture 

  Early Cultures Around the Mediterranean: Historical Overview 

2 5/12/10 European Unity and Disunity /Lecture 

  From Roman Ecoumene to Fragmentation 

  Guiding Ideas: Translatio Imperii, Religion, Nationalism 

  Concepts of Union / Lecture 

  Delian League, Hanse, League of the Iroquois, US 

3 5/19/10 Nationalism and Identity 

  Discussion of Texts: Anderson, Geary / 2 Student Presentations 

  Ideas for European Unification in the 19th and 20th Century / 1Student Presentation 

  The Pan-European Union and other movements 

4 5/26/10 The End of the European Empires /Lecture 

  Europe in/and the world after World War II 

  EU Accession and Institutions / Lecture 

  Integration after World War II 

  Is there a European Identity? / Class Debate (Response Paper due 06/09) 

 6/2/09 no class 

5 6/9/10 The Schuman Plan (Student Presentation) / 1 Student Presentation 

  Unifying Industry and Creating Security 

  European Economy / 1 Student Presentation 

  Marshall Plan, Payments Union and European Economic Area 

  European Defense / 1 Student Presentation 

  NATO, Pleven Plan, Warsaw Pact 

6 6/16/10 Competing Models of Unification, Free Market, Empire, EFTA / 3Student Presentations 

  Great Britain, France, Germany - and the Rest  

7 6/23/10 A Growing Union / 3Student Presentations 

  EEC/EU Enlargements, EURO, Schengen 

  Country Presentations - "new arrivals" after 1990 

8 6/30/10 The Current State of European Unity 

  Immigration, Reform of Institutions, Current Enlargement Issues 

  Further Enlargement? / Class Debate 

  Future Challenges and Outlook, Concluding Discussion 

  Future Enlargement, Europe's Global Role 
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Bibliography: Additional Sources: Ideas of Union 

Amery, L. S. “The British Empire and the Pan-European Idea.” Journal of the Royal Institute of International Affairs 

9:1. (Jan. 1930): 1-22. 

Cooper, Robert. “Integration and Disintegration.” Journal of Democracy 10:1 (1999): 8-21.  

Coudenhove-Kalergi, Richard. “The Pan-European Outlook.” International Affairs (Royal Institute of International 

Affairs 1931-1939) 10:5 (Sep. 1931): 638-651. 

Dawson, William Harbutt. “The Pan-European Movement.” The Economic Journal 37:145 (Mar. 1927): 62-67. 
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Bibliography: Additional Sources: Schuman Plan, Forming of the ECSC 

Coker, J. A. “ Steel and the Schuman Plan.” Economic Geography 28:4 (Oct. 1952): 283-294. 

Diebold Jr., William. “Imponderables of the Schuman Plan.” Foreign Affairs 29:1 (Oct. 1950): 114-129. 
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Speech.” Presidential Studies Quarterly 21:3 “Ordered Liberty” (Summer 1991): 489-502. 
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Patterns.” Journal of International Marketing 6:4 (1998): 32-48. 

Kunz, Diane B. “The Marshall Plan Reconsidered: A Complex of Motives.” Foreign Affairs 76: 3 (May-Jun. 1997): 
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Political Integration.” International Political Science Review / Revue internationale de science politique 23:3 
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européenne” (Jul. 2002): 291-317. 
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Polish Visual Propaganda of the 1950s.” Journal of Cold War Studies 11:4 (Fall 2009): 118-141. 
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Bibliography: Additional Sources: Regional Issues 

Delsoldato, Giorgia. “Eastward Enlargement by the European Union and Transnational Parties.”  International 

Political Science Review / Revue internationale de science politique 23:3 “Enlarging the European Union: 

Challenges to and from Central and Eastern Europe. L'élargissement de l'Union européenne” (Jul. 2002): 269-

289. 

Dietler, Michael. “‘Our Ancestors the Gauls’: Archaeology, Ethnic Nationalism, and the Manipulation of Celtic 

Identity in Modern Europe.” American Anthropologist. New Series 96:3 (Sep. 1994): 584-605. 
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Hellström, Anders. “Beyond Space: Border Making in European Integration, the Case of Ireland.” Geografiska 

Annaler. Series B, Human Geography 85:3 (2003): 123-135. 

Kolankiewicz, George. “Consensus and Competition in the Eastern Enlargement of the European Union.” 

International Affairs (Royal Institute of International Affairs 1944-) 70:3 (Jul., 1994): 477-495. 

Wagner, Gerhard. “Nationalism and Cultural Memory in Poland: The European Union Turns East.” International 

Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society 17:2 (Winter, 2003): 191-212. 

Bibliography: Additional Sources: Constitutional Issues 

Beus, Jos de. “Quasi-National European Identity and European Democracy.” Law and Philosophy 20:3 “Union 

Citizenship” (May 2001): 283-311. 

Grabbe, Heather. “European Union Conditionality and the ‘Acquis Communautaire.’” International Political 

Science Review / Revue internationale de science politique 23:3 “Enlarging the European Union: Challenges to and 

from Central and Eastern Europe. L'élargissement de l'Union européenne” (Jul. 2002): 249-268. 
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International Affairs 1944-) 66:2 (Apr. 1990): 285-290. 
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“Constitutional Political Economy” (Mar. 1997): 255- 280. 

 

 


