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1. What is American Studies?2
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1. What is American Studies?

Ã Analyzing the United States of America, sometimes 

including Canada (North America Studies)

Ã diverse aspects: history, geography, culture, 

literature, politics, economy

Ã not just description but theory

3
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1. What is American Studies?

Ã interdisciplinarity

Ä traditional disciplines: Philology, History, Linguistics, 

Anthropology, etc.

ÄòAmerican Studiesó takes its cues from a variety of 

disciplines and is constantly evolving

Ãthis seminar will look at America from a òCultural 

Studiesó perspective

4
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2. What is Culture?5
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2. What is Culture?

Ã What do you think?

6
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2. What is Culture?

Ã Culture consists of patterns, explicit and implicit, of 

and for behavior acquired and transmitted by 

symbols, constituting the distinctive achievement of 

human groups, including their embodiments in 

artifacts; the essential core of culture consists of 

traditional (i.e. historically derived and selected) 

ideas and especially their attached values; culture 

systems may, on the one hand, be considered as 

products of action, on the other as conditioning 

elements of further action. 
Ã (A.L. Kroeber / C. Kluckhohn. Culture: A Critical Review of Concepts and Definitions. 

Cambridge, MA: Peabody Museums, 1952)

7
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2. What is Culture?

Ã this is just one definition

Ãfrom an anthropological òschooló

8
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3. What is America?9
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2. What is Culture?

Ã What do you think?

10
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3.1. Geography11
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3.2. States and Regions13



14



NORTHWEST

SOUTHWEST

SOUTH

MIDWEST

MID-

ATLANTIC

NEW

ENGLAND

US REGIONS

15



MID-

ATLANTIC

NEW

ENGLAND
ME: Maine

ÎAugusta

1.3 Mio

MA: Massachusetts

ÎBoston

6.6 Mio

CT: Connecticut

ÎHartford

3.5 Mio

RI: Rhode Island

ÎProvidence

1 Mio

NH: New Hampshire

ÎConcord

1.3 Mio

VT: Vermont

ÎMontpelier

0.6 Mio
NY: New York

ÎAlbany

19.5 Mio

NJ: New Jersey

ÎTrenton

8.7 Mio

PA: Pennsylvania

ÎHarrisburg

12.6 Mio

WV: West Virginia

ÎCharleston

1.8 Mio

MD: Maryland

ÎAnnapolis

5.7 MioÎWashington DC

0.6 Mio

DE: Delaware

ÎDover

0.9 Mio
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MIDWEST
ND: North Dakota

ÎBismarck

0.6 Mio

SD: South Dakota

ÎPierre

0.8 Mio

NE: Nebraska

ÎLincoln

1.8 Mio

KS: Kansas

ÎTopeka

2.8 Mio

MI: Michigan

ÎLansing

10 Mio

WI: Wisconsin

ÎMadison

5.7 Mio

MN: Minnesota

ÎSt. Paul

5.3 Mio

IA: Iowa

ÎDes Moines

3 Mio

IL: Illinois

ÎSpringfield

13 Mio

IN: Indiana

Î Indianapolis

6.4 Mio

OH: Ohio

ÎColumbus

11.5 Mio

MO: Missouri

Î Jefferson City

6 Mio
17



SOUTH

FL: Florida

ÎTallahassee

18.5 Mio

GA: Georgia

ÎAtlanta

9.8 Mio

SC: S. Carolina

ÎColumbia

4.6 Mio

NC: N. Carolina

ÎRaleigh

9.4 Mio

VA: Virginia

ÎRichmond

7.9 MioKY: Kentucky

ÎFrankfort

4.3 Mio

TN: Tennessee

ÎNashville

6.3 Mio

AR: Arkansas

ÎLittle Rock

2.9 Mio
OK: Oklahoma

ÎOklahoma City

3.7 Mio

TX: Texas

ÎAustin

24.8 Mio

LA: Louisiana

ÎBaton Rouge

4.5 Mio

MS: Mississippi

Î Jackson

3 Mio

AL: Alabama

ÎMontgomery

4.7 Mio

PR: Puerto Rico

ÎSan Juan

4 Mio

18



NORTHWEST

WA: Washington

ÎOlympia

6.7 Mio

OR: Oregon

ÎSalem

3.8 Mio

ID: Idaho

ÎBoise

1.5 Mio

MT: Montana

ÎHelena

0.9 Mio

WY: Wyoming

ÎCheyenne

0.5 Mio

AK: Alaska

Î Juneau

0.7 Mio
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SOUTHWEST

CA: California

ÎSacramento

37 Mio

NV: Nevada

ÎCarson City

2.6 Mio

UT: Utah

ÎSalt Lake City

2.8 Mio
CO: Colorado

ÎDenver

5 Mio

NM: New Mexico

ÎSanta Fe

2 Mio

AZ: Arizona

ÎPhoenix

6.6 Mio

HI: Hawaii

ÎHonolulu

1.3 Mio

20



PR: Puerto Rico

ÎSan Juan

4 Mio

VI: US Virgin Islands

ÎCharlotte Amalie

0.1 Mio

AS: American Samoa

ÎPago Pago

0.07 Mio

MP: Northern

Mariana Islands

ÎSaipan

0.09 Mio

GU: Guam

ÎHagåtña

0.2 Mio
UM: US Minor Outlying Islands

Wake Island, Johnston Atoll, Midway, Kingman Reef,

Palmyra Atoll, Jarvis Island, Baker Island, Howland Island,

Navassa Island, Baja Nuevo Bank, Seranilla Bank

ÎWashington DC

300 p.

21

TERRITORIES

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7e/BlankMap-World-162E-flat.svg


BC: British

Columbia

ÎVictoria

4.5 Mio

AB: Alberta

ÎEdmonton

3.7 Mio

SK: Saskatchewan

ÎRegina

1 Mio
MB: Manitoba

ÎWinnipeg

5.5 Mio

ON: Ontario

ÎToronto

13.2 Mio

NS: Nova Scotia

ÎHalifax

0.9 Mio

NB: New Brunswick

ÎFredericton

0.8 Mio

PE: Prince Edward Island

ÎCharlottetown

0.1 Mio

NL: Newfoundland and Labrador

ÎSt Johnõs

0.5 Mio

YT: Yukon Terr.

ÎWhitehorse

0.03 Mio

NT: NW Terr.

ÎYellowknife

0.04 Mio

NU: Nunavut

Î Iqaluit

0.03 Mio

QC: Quebec

ÎQuebec City

7.9 Mio

CANADIAN PROVINCES AND TERRITORIES
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3.3. History of Expansion24



Source: Wikimedia Commons

25

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6b/United_States_1805-07-1809.png


1787: DE, PA, NJ (1st-3rd)

1788: GA, CT, MA, MD,

SD, NH, VA, NY (4th-11th)

1789: NC, ô90: RI, ô91: VT,

ô92: KY, ô96: TN (12th-16th)

1803: OH (17th)

1812: LA, ô16: IN, ô17: MS, ô18: IL,

ô19: AL, ô20: ME, 21: MO: (18th-24th)

1836: AK, ô37 MI (25th-26th)

1845: FL, TX, õ46: IA, ô48: WI,

ô50: CA (27th-31st)

1958: MN, ô59: OR, ô61: KS, ô63: WV,

õ64: NV, ô67: NE, ô76: CO (32nd-38th)

1889: ND, SD, MT, WA,

ô90: ID, WY, ô96: UT (39th-45th)

1907: OK, ô12: ôNM, AZ (46th-48th)

1959: AK, HI (49th-50th)

CONQUEST &

HISTORICAL

GROWTH
26



NORTHWEST
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ATLANTIC

NEW

ENGLAND

CIVIL WAR (1861-65)Union

Union border states with slavery

Confederate States of America (1861-1865)
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French >18%

French  6-18%

Spanish >30%

Spanish 20-30%

Spanish 10-20%

DOMINANT LANGUAGES

OTHER THAN ENGLISH

Spanish 5-10%

28
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3.4. Population Density29



source: Wikimedia Commons
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/91/USA_2000_population_density.png
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:USA_2000_population_density_key.png
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3.5. Ethnicity / Race / Descent31



32

source: US Census / Wikimedia Commons


