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Objective

Áprovide a visual overview and recap

Áillustrate diversity and commonalities

of reservation reality

Áallowing for a comparison
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Indian Reservations

- Indian Reservations have been established to concentrate 

and contain Indians at a specific location which may or 

may not be part of  their homeland.

- to a certain extent, this has helped preserve Indian 

peoples

- it has also worked to destroy their culture & traditions in 

òpreparingó them for Whitestream society



Reservation Size

State / Reservation km² Population

IR: Navajo (AZ, NM, UT) 70.000 298.215
WV 62.755 1.818.470
MD 32.133 5.615.727
HI 28.311 1.285.498
MA 27.336 6.437.193
VT 24.901 623.908
NH 24.216 1.314.895
NJ 22.588 8.724.560
IR: Uintah and Ouray (UT) 17.532 19.182
CT 14.357 3.504.809
IR: Tohono O'odham (AZ) 11.553 11.000
IR: Cheyenne River (SD) 11.051 8.470
IR: Crow (MT) 9.307 6.894
IR: Standing Rock (ND, SD) 9.251 8.250
IR: Wind River (WY) 8.996 23.250
IR: Pine Ridge (SD) 8.984 15.521
Tr: Puerto Rico 8.959 3.927.188
IR: Fort Peck (MT) 8.519 10.321
IR: San Carlos (AZ) 7.539 9.385
IR: Fort Apache (AZ) 6.805 12.429
IR: Hopi (AZ) 6.557 6.946
DE 6.447 853.476
IR: Blackfeet (MT) 6.142 10.100
IR: Osage(OK) 5.967 44.437
IR: Colville (WA) 5.482 7.000
IR: Yakama (WA) 5.260 9.000
IR: Flathead (MT) 5.020 26.172
IR: Hualapai (AZ) 4.146 1.353
RI 4.002 1.067.610
DC 442 581.530
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Indian Reservations

the bigger sizes are exceptional

most reservations are small

some miniscule reservations remain on the East Coast

two trends:

- through removal, Indians at different locations

(Oklahoma)

- Indians (especially in the West) on or near their home

territories

- all reservations smaller than the original territory



Most Populous Tribes (1990)

Tribe Number %

Chickasaw 21,522 1.1

Tohono O'Odham 16,876 0.9

Potawatomi 16,719 0.9

Seminole 2 15,564 0.8

Pima 15,074 0.8

Tlingit 14,417 0.7

Alaskan Athabaskans 14,198 0.7

Cheyenne 11,809 0.6

Comanche 11,437 0.6

Paiute 11,369 0.6

Osage 10,430 0.5

Puget Sound Salish 10,384 0.5

Yaqui 9,838 0.5

Tribe Number %

All American Indians 1,937,391 100.0

Cherokee 369,035 19.0

Navajo 225,298 11.6

Sioux 107,321 5.5

Chippewa 105,988 5.5

Choctaw 86,231 4.5

Pueblo 55,330 2.9

Apache 53,330 2.8

Iroquois 52,557 2.7

Lumbee 50,888 2.6

Creek 45,872 2.4

Blackfoot 37,992 2.0

Canadian and Latin American 27,179 1.4



US Census (1990 maps)
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overview

ÁPART ONE: TURTLE ISLAND

Indian Country as narration

ÁPART TWO: THE REZ

A guided tour through Northwest reservations
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PART ONE: TURTLE ISLAND

Indian Country as narration



Turtle Island



Indian Country as/and Narration

ÁLandscape is not just òLandscapeó

Áseveral sites have special cultural and spiritual 

meaningé

Áé and are part of the Cultural Memory
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Bear Butte SP, SD
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Bear Butte SP, SD



Lakota Sacred Colors

Áfour colors (black, yellow, red, white)

symbolizing four races, seasons, directions, elements

Áe.g.:

black west soul water fall

red south body earth summer

yellow east spirit fire spring

white north mind air winter

Áthis is only one interpretation,

traditions vary



Bear Butte SP, SD
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Wounded Knee / Pine Ridge IR, SD
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Wounded Knee / Pine Ridge IR, SD



PART TWO: THE REZ

A guidedtour throughselected

NorthwestandPlains reservations
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Warm Springs IR, OR

Warm Springs

CA

Warm Springs, Wasco and Paiute confederated tribes

ca. 3300 pop.



Warm Springs IR, OR
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Warm Springs IR, OR

Higher Education Office



Warm Springs IR, OR

old Indian Agency architecture



Warm Springs IR, OR
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Warm Springs IR, OR

Elementary School
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Reservation Housing

ÁHUD housing:

US Dept. of Housing and Urban Development

Áa HUD home is a 1 to 4 unit residential property acquired by 

HUD as a result of a foreclosure action on an FHA-insured 

mortgage. HUD becomes the property owner and offers it for sale 

to recover the loss on the foreclosure claim. 

Ámanaging ăaffordable housingò and homelessness programs

ÁSection 184 Indian Housing Loan Guarantee Program: 

since 1994, designed to offer home ownership, property 

rehabilitation, and new construction opportunities for eligible 

tribes, Indian Housing Authorities and Native American 

individuals and families wanting to own a home on trust land or 

land located in an approved Indian or Alaska Native area.



Warm Springs IR, OR



Warm Springs IR, OR

Tribal Court



Warm Springs IR, OR

US Postal Service



Warm Springs IR, OR

Fire Dept.



Warm Springs IR, OR

Market / with museum section (called ăMacyôsò after the original owner)



Warm Springs IR, OR

Market / with museum section



Warm Springs IR, OR

Market / with museum section (here: dip-netting, men tied to scaffold)



Warm Springs IR, OR

Veterans Memorial



Warm Springs IR, OR

Bureau of Indian Affairs



BIA

Áadministration and management of 55.7 million acres of land 

(225,000 km²) held in trust by the United States for American 

Indians, Indian tribes, and Alaska Natives

Á there are 561 federal recognized tribal governments in the United 

States

ÁBIA responsibilities:

developing forestlands

leasing assets on these lands

directing agricultural programs

protecting water and land rights

developing and maintaining infrastructure

economic development

education services

ÁEst. 1824 (as Office of Indian Affairs), part of War Dept., since 

1949 part of DoI. Indian agencies since 1775, Ben Franklin and 

Patrick Henry were early commissioners

Á12,000 employees, more than 95% Indian



Warm Springs IR, OR

Bureau of Indian Affairs



Warm Springs IR, OR

Cultural Center / Tribal Museum
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Cultural Center / Tribal Museum



Warm Springs IR, OR

Cultural Center / Tribal Museum



Warm Springs IR, OR

Cultural Center / Tribal Museum


